Action in the Petersburg Campaign

Following are the full Endnotes for the feature article in B&G Vol. XXII, Issue 3, co-written by
Chris Calkins and Horace Mewborn. The published edition includes an abridged version of the notes.

Horace Mewborn: Beefsteak Raid

1. Born on March 28, 1818, in Charleston, South
Carolina, Wade Hampton was reputedly the richest
man in the antebellum South. Immediately following
South Carolina’s secession from the Union, he
financed and recruited the Hampton Legion,
consisting of a battery of artillery, four companies of
cavalry and six companies of infantry. Wounded
during the fighting at First Manassas, his gallantry led
to promotion to brigadier general on May 23, 1862.
He commanded a brigade of infantry during the
Peninsula Campaign and in July 1862, was
transferred to Stuart’s cavalry division to command a
brigade. He served conspicuously at Brandy Station
and during the Gettysburg Campaign. While at home
recuperating from a severe wound received on July 3,
Hampton was promoted to major general on August 3,
1863, to command one of the two divisions in the
newly organized cavalry corps of the Army of
Northern Virginia. Major Joseph Mills Hanson,
“Wade Hampton,” The Cavalry Journal, XLIII, 185
(September-October, 1934), p. 30; Ezra J. Warner,
Generals in Gray: Lives of the Confederate
Commanders (Baton Rouge and London: Louisiana
State University Press, 1959, 1986 printing) pp. 122-
123. (Cited hereafter as Generals in Gray.)

2. Fitzhugh “Fitz” Lee was born on November 19,
1835, in Fairfax County, Virginia, and was a nephew
of Robert E. Lee. He graduated from the United States
Military Academy in 1856 and, while serving in the
2nd U. S. Cavalry in the West, was wounded during a
skirmish with Indians. He was a first lieutenant
teaching cavalry tactics at West Point when Virginia
seceded from the Union. Resigning from the United
States Army, Lee was commissioned a first lieutenant
in the Confederate States Army, and at the first battle
of Manassas served as captain on the staff of General
Richard S. Ewell. In August 1861, he was promoted to
lieutenant colonel in the Ist Virginia Cavalry. Fitz
was elected colonel of that regiment on April 23,
1862, and promoted to brigadier general for his
service during the Peninsula Campaign on July 24,
1862. Like Hampton, Lee was promoted to major
general on August 3, 1863, to command the other
division in Stuart’s new corps. Generals in Gray, p.
178; Robert J. Driver, Jr., Ist Virginia Cavalry
(Lynchburg, Va.: H.E. Howard, Inc., 1991), p. 198;
United States War Department, The War of the
Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of
the Union and Confederate Armies, 128 volumes
(Washington D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office,
1880-1901, reprint edition, Harrisburg, Pa.: The
National Historical Society, 1971), series 1, volume
2,p.538. (Referred to hereafter as O.R. In addition, all
further references will be to series 1, unless otherwise
noted.)

3. Rooney Lee, a son of Robert E. Lee, was born
on May 31, 1837, at Arlington, the home of his
mother’s parents, and later attended Harvard.
Commissioned a second lieutenant in the 6th United
States Infantry on his 20th birthday, he resigned the
commission two years later to return to Virginia. In
June 1861 he was commissioned captain in the 9th
Virginia Cavalry, and was selected colonel of that
regiment on April 29, 1862. Rooney was promoted to

brigadier general on September 15, 1862, to
command a cavalry brigade and to major general on
April 23, 1864, commanding a newly created third
cavalry division. Generals in Gray, p. 184; Robert K.
Krick, 9th Virginia Cavalry (Lynchburg, Va.: H.E.
Howard, Inc., 1982) p. 85; Francis B. Heitman,
Historical Register and Dictionary of the United
States Army, From Its Organization, September 29,
1789 to March 2, 1903, 2 volumes (Washington:
Government Printing Office, 1903, reprint edition,
Gaithersburg, Md.: Olde Soldier Books, Inc., 1988),
vol. 1, p. 626. Referred to hereafter as Heitmann.

4. Douglas Southall Freeman and Grady
McWiney, Lee’s Dispatches: Unpublished Letters of
General Robert E. Lee, C.S.A., to Jefferson Davis and
the War Department of the Confederate States of
America, 1862-1865 (New York: G.P. Putnam’s
Sons, 1957), pp. 268-269; O.R. 42:2:1171.

5. O.R. 36:1:14.

6. Ibid. 36, 1:25

7. William Brooke Rawle et al, History of the
Third Pennsylvania Cavalry, Sixtieth Regiment
Pennsylvania Volunteers, in the American Civil War,
1861-1865 (Philadelphia: Franklin Printing Com-
pany, 1905) p. 456.

8. David McM. Gregg was born on April 10,
1833, in Huntingdon, Pennsylvania, and graduated
from West Point in 1855. Commissioned a lieutenant
in the 1st Dragoons, he served on the Western
frontier, where he was involved in several Indian
fights. Gregg was commissioned a captain in the 6th
U. S. Cavalry in May 1861, and in January 1862 he
was appointed colonel of the 8th Pennsylvania
Cavalry. He saw active service on the Peninsula and
in the campaigns that followed. In November 1862 he
was promoted to brigadier general, commanding a
brigade of cavalry and then a division. He fought
gallantly in almost all the campaigns of the Army of
the Potomac. Ezra J. Warner, Generals in Blue: Lives
of Union Commanders (Baton Rouge, La.: Louisiana
State University Press, 1986), pp. 187-188

9. William Stedman was captain of a three-month
company in the 7th Ohio Infantry, before being
commissioned major of the 6th Ohio Cavalry on
October 1, 1861, at age 47. He served gallantly
throughout the war, rising to the rank of colonel of
that regiment. Staats, Richard J. The Life and Times of
Colonel William Stedman of the 6th Ohio Cavalry
(Bowie, Md.: Heritage Books, Inc. 2003), pp. vii, 73.

10. Charles H. Smith was born in Hollis, Maine,
and resided in Eastport when he enlisted Co. D, 1st
Maine Cavalry. He was commissioned captain of that
company on October 19, 1861. Commissioned major
of the regiment in January 1863, he was promoted to
colonel on June 17, 1863, to replace Calvin Douty
who was killed that day during the Battle of Aldie.
Smith served gallantly as commander of the 1st
Maine through Grant’s Overland Campaign. Tobie,
Edward P., History of the First Maine Cavalry 1861-
1865 (Boston: Press of Emery & Hughes, 1887,
reprint, Gaithersburg, Md.: Ron R. Van Sickle
Military Books, 1987), pp. 452-453, 513.

11. Davies was born on July 2, 1836, in New York
City, and graduated from Columbia College in 1857.
After studying law, Davies was admitted to the New
York bar and was a practicing attorney in 1861. At the
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outbreak of the war, he was appointed a captain in the
5th New York Infantry, seeing action at Big Bethel,
June 10, 1861. He was commissioned a major in the
2nd New York Cavalry in August 1861, and saw his
first mounted service in the Second Manassas
Campaign. Davies was involved in the fighting at
Brandy Station, June 9, and Aldie, June 17, but was
not engaged at Gettysburg as his regiment was
positioned at Westminster, Maryland. He was
promoted to brigadier general in August 1863. Davies
participated in the Kilpatrick-Dahlgren raid on
Richmond, and served through the Overland
Campaign. EzraJ. Warner, Generals in Blue: Lives of
the Union Commanders (Baton Rouge, La.:
Louisiana State University Press, 1986), pp. 187-188.
Further references will be to Generals in Blue.
Theophilus F. Rodenbough, From Everglade to
Canyon with the Second United States Cavalry (New
York: D. Van Nostrand, Publisher, 1875; reprint
edition, Norman, Ok.: University of Oklahoma Press,
2000), p. 495; O.R. 42(1)82; and 42(2) 618.

12. Generals in Blue, p. 113.

13. August Kautz was born in Baden, Germany,
on January 5, 1828. Not long after his birth his parents
migrated to Brown County, Ohio. He volunteered for
service as a private in the 1st Ohio Infantry during the
Mexican War, and shortly after his discharge, Kautz
was appointed to the United States Military
Academy. He graduated in 1852, and was
commissioned a lieutenant in the 4th U. S. Infantry.
Kautz saw service in the Pacific Northwest, where he
was wounded twice during skirmishes with Indians.
In May 1861, he was appointed captain in the regular
cavalry, and served with the 6th U. S. Cavalry in the
Peninsula Campaign. In September 1862, he was
commissioned colonel of the 2nd Ohio Cavalry, and
served in the West. In 1863, Kautz participated in the
pursuit and capture of Confederate cavalryman John
Hunt Morgan. Promoted to brigadier general on May
7, 1864, he took command of a cavalry division in
Benjamin Butler’s Army of the James. Ibid., pp. 257-
258; Heitman, vol. 1, p. 586; O.R. 42(2)622.

14. “G.D. Shadburne 79, Passes at Alameda
Home,” San Francisco Chronicle, March 26, 1921;
Compiled Service Records of Confederate Soldiers
Who Served in Organizations From the State of
Mississippi, Microcopy 269, Jeff Davis Legion, Roll
70, National Archives, Washington, D.C.

15. “Cavalry Scouts-Shadbourne [sic],” Land We
Love, Vol. 3, (August 1867), p. 349. Although the
author of this article is unidentified, it was possibly
written by Wade Hampton.

16. O.R. 42:2:1233-1234. The report that Lee read
has not been located, therefore the contents are
unknown. In Lee’s message, his opening remark,
“From the reports of your scouts...,” makes it difficult
to determine whether Hampton submitted a number
of raw intelligence reports or one synthesized
communication containing information from a
number of scouts.

17. Ibid., pp. 1235-1236.

18. Ibid., p. 1242.

19. Thomas Shore purchased 144 acres on the
north bank of the Appomattox Riverin 1775, and built
his home, which he named Violet Bank, on a hill that
overlooked Petersburg, in what would become



Colonial Heights, Va. The original house burned in
1810, and a new home was built. The house
eventually passed to Shore’s three granddaughters,
who lived there during the Civil War. In June 1864,
Lee established his headquarters in the yard of this
home. [“The History of Violet Bank,” found at http:/
/www.colonial heights.com/HistoryVB.htm.]

20. There was some confusion about the timing of
Rosser identifying his command as the Laurel
Brigade. Some members of the brigade believed that
he gave them the name for its actions in the
Shenandoah Valley in early 1864, but others believed
it was the result of the fierce fighting around Todd’s
Tavern during the Wilderness Campaign in May
1864. The historian of the brigade was believed theat
the brigade was identified by that name in May 1864.
He wrote: “Whether, as some say, it was due to the
fact that several soldiers conspicuous on the field [at
Todd’s Tavern] wore laurel on their hats, or that
Rosser, proud of his victory dubbed the command the
‘Laurel Brigade,” does not appear. Certain it is that
from and after that date the name of ‘Laurel” was first
used by the men themselves.” [Captain William N.
McDonald, edited by Bushrod C. Washington A
History of the Laurel Brigade, originally the Ashby
Cavalry of the Army of Northern Virginia and Chew’s
Battery (n.p.: Kate S. McDonald, 1907), pp. 229-230.

21. “Great Cattle Raid of 1864 in Virginia,”
Confederate Veteran 40 volumes, and three volume
index (Wilmington, N.C.: Broadfoot Publishing
Company, 1988) vol. 22, p. 166 (Referred to hereafter
as Confederate Veteran); O.R. 42:2:1219-1220,
1243.

22. George W. Shreve, “Reminiscences in the
History of the Stuart Horse Artillery, C.S.A.”
typescript, unpaged, Roger Preston Chew Papers,
Jefferson County Museum, Charles Town, W.Va.;
David Caldwell, “A Brilliant Cavalry Coup,” The
Sunday News and Courier {Charleston, S.C.],
October 7, 1894. Caldwell’s newspaper article was
reprinted in the Southern Historical Society Papers
52 volumes and 2 volume index (Reprint edition,
Millwood, N.Y.: Kraus Reprint Co., 1977) 22:147-
156, as “A Brilliant Coup”; and the Confederate
Veteran, 26:474-476. (Referred to hereafter as
Caldwell, “A Brilliant Cavalry Coup.”)

23. Compiled Service Records of Confederate
Soldiers Who Served in Organizations From the State
of South Carolina, Microcopy 267, Roll 367, National
Archives, Washington, D.C.; Letter of Thomas E.
Mullen, Dean of Wake Forest University, dated July
29, 1972, to Lieutenant Colonel T.N. Courvoisie, The
Citadel, in the John F. Lanneau File, Archives, The
Citadel, Charleston, S.C. This letter indicates that
Lanneau received his Masters of Arts from Baylor
University in 1869, and he “was awarded an Honorary
Degree of Doctor of Laws by Furman University in
1915.” From 1886 to 1888 he was a professor of
mathematics and astronomy at Furman University
before moving to William Jewell College, where he
was professor of mathematics. In 1890 he transferred
to Wake Forest College, Wake Forest, N.C., as a
professor of Physics and Applied Mathematics. He
remained at Wake Forest until his death in 1921. The
author is indebted to Ms. Jane Yates, The Citadel
Archives; Mr. Frederick Young, The Daniel Library,
The Citadel; and Ms. Carolyn Gorman, Alumni
Office, The Citadel, Charleston, S.C., for help in
identifying John F. Lanneau.

24. O.R. 42:2:1246-1247.

25. Caldwell, “A Brilliant Cavalry Coup”;
Reverend L.H. Davis, “Famous Cattle Raid,”
Confederate Veteran, 26:440; Brig. Gen. R.L.T.
Beale, History of the Ninth Virginia Cavalry
(Richmond, Va.: B.F. Johnson Publishing Company,

1899, reprint edition, Amissville, Va.: American
Fundamentalist, 1981), p. 145; John W. Gordon,
(private 2nd North Carolina Cavalry) Diary, entry for
September 13 and 14, 1864, Museum of the
Confederacy, Richmond, Va. Most recent accounts of
the raid indicate that Hampton’s expedition went to
Dinwiddie Court House before turning east toward
Rowanty Creek. Possibly this is due to two articles
written by Joseph Mills Hanson, the Superintendent
of the Petersburg National Park, about the raid that
appeared in the Richmond Times Dispatch, on August
1 and 8, 1943. A sketch map that accompanied the
first article indicated that the route of the raiders went
to Dinwiddie Court House before turning east. At the
time that Hansen wrote those articles the United
States was involved in World War Il and experiencing
severe gas rationing. In addition, many of the
secondary roads were dirt and during bad weather
were very rough and difficult to travel. As nothing
significant occurred during the first part of the raid,
probably, Hansen was more interested in getting
anyone interested in the raid through the first part of
the route as quickly and safely as possible, so they
could see the locations of greater interest. Therefore,
Hansen indicated that the expedition followed the
Boydton Plank Road to Dinwiddie Court House,
where they turned east toward Wilkinson’s Bridge.
Wade Hampton was the only Confederate officer to
submit a report that has been located. In his report,
written 11 days after the event, Hampton did not
mention going to Dinwiddie Court House, but stated
that they moved “down the west side of Rowanty
Creek to Wilkinson’s Bridge, on that stream....” In a
letter, written by an unidentified participant in the
raid, that appeared in The Sentinel [Richmond, Va.],
on September 20, the author states “On Wednesday
last, the 14th instant, a portion of this gallant officer’s
[Hampton’s] command received marching orders,
which, as usual, were promptly responded to, and at
an early hour in the afternoon we found ourselves on
the banks of the Rowanty Creek, where we camped
for the night.” A second letter written by an
unidentified member of Rosser’s brigade appeared in
the same issue of The Sentinel. This cavalryman
simply stated that “We left our camp near Reams’s
Station on the 14th, and reached the Blackwater on the
evening of the 15th.” A letter from a member of the
3rd North Carolina Cavalry, identified only as
“Nemine”, appeared in the Fayetteville Observer, on
September 29, 1864. Although the published edition
of this letter has incorrect dates, which may be
transcription errors, the writer said, “The monotony
of camp life was broken on the 16th [sic] inst. by a
dozen bugles sounding ‘boots and saddles,” four days
rations of ‘hard tack’ having already been issued to
the men....” “The night of the 16th [sic] found us on
the Norfolk Rail Road [sic], 20 miles below
Petersburg.” Private John W. Gordon, Company C,
2nd North Carolina Cavalry, wrote in his diary,
“September 14: About ten o’clock we take our line of
march; Gen. Hampton going in command of our
division and Butler’s brigade. After a march of 15
miles we halted just beyond the railroad.” (John W.
Gordon diary, Museum of the Confederacy.
Richmond, Va.) In all the memoirs, reminiscences
and articles, written by participants that were
reviewed for this article, none mentioned going to
Dinwiddie Court House.

26. O.R., 42, 1:945; Captain William N.
McDonald, Bushrod C. Washington, editor, A
History of the Laurel Brigade: Originally The Ashby
Cavalry of the Army of Northern Virginia and Chew’s
Battery (n.p., Mrs. Kate S. McDonald, 1907, reprint
edition, Gaithersburg, Md.: Olde Soldier Books, Inc.,
1987), pp. 285-286. (Referred to hereafter as The
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Laurel Brigade.) Frank M. Myers, The Comanches: A
History of White's Battalion, Virginia Cavalry,
Laurel Brig.,, Hampton’s Div., A.N.V., C.S.A.
(Baltimore, Md.: Kelly, Piet & Co., Publishers, 1871,
reprint edition, Gaithersburg, Md.: Butternut Press,
Inc., 1987), p. 330. (Referred to hereafter as
Comanches.)

27. Born on April 16, 1817, Benjamin Belsches
was amember of the Sussex Light Dragoons when the
unit was mustered into Confederate service in 1861.
The Sussex Light Dragoons became Co. F, 13th
Virginia Cavalry. Belsches was promoted to major of
the 16th Battalion Virginia Cavalry on June 26, 1862,
but probably due to his age and the hardship of war, he
resigned his position on February 20, 1863. On April
16, 1864, he was elected captain of Co. A, 4th
Battalion Virginia Reserves. George W. Coles,
History of the Eleventh Pennsylvania Volunteer
Cavalry, Together With a Complete Roster of the
Regiment and Regimental Olfficers (Philadelphia:
Franklin Printing Press, 1902), p. 119. Referred to
hereafter as Coles, Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry.
Daniel T. Balfour, /3th Virginia Cavalry (Lynchburg,
Va.: H.E. Howard, Inc., 1986), p. 65; Lee A. Wallace,
Ir., A Guide to Virginia Military Organizations,
1861-1865 (Lynchburg, Va.: H.E. Howard, Inc.,
1986), pp. 44, 54, 55, and 222; interview of Mr. Gary
Williams, Clerk of Court, Sussex County, at the
Sussex County Court House, April 5, 2001.

28. John S. Elliott, “Scouts for Wade Hampton,”
Philadelphia Weekly Times, vol. 8, no. 11, May 3,
1884.

29. McDonald, Laurel Brigade, p. 286: O.R., 42,
1:345; Caldwell, “A Brilliant Cavalry Coup.”

30. Caldwell, “A Brilliant Cavalry Coup.”

31. O.R. 42:1:945. Frequently in the Union
accounts Cocke’s Mill is spelled Cox’s Mill, but to
avoid any confusion the mill will be referred to as
Cocke’s Mill in this article.

32. Caldwell, “A Brilliant Cavalry Coup.”

33. F., “Hampton’s Magnificent Forging
Expedition,” The Sentinel {Richmond, Va.],
September 20, 1864, p. 6; George W. Shreve,
“Reminiscences in the History of the Stuart Horse
Artillery, C.S.A.” Jefferson County Museum,
Charles Town, W.Va.; Rev. L.H. Davis, “Famous
Cattle Raid,” Confederate Veteran, vol. 26, p. (1918)
440; David Cardwell, “A Brilliant Cavalry Coup.”
The portion of Lawyer’s Road from Laurel Springs to
Pole Run Road does not exist today.

34. O.R. 42:1:945; David Cardwell, “A Brilliant
Cavalry Coup.”

35. “Great Cattle Raid of 1864 in Virginia,”
Confederate Veteran, vol. 22, p. 166. A typescript
copy of this article is in the Julian Shakespeare Harris
Papers, in the Southern Historical Collection,
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, N.C.
Although the author of this article and the typescript is
unknown, possibly either Shadburne or Harris wrote
it. During the war Harris was a member of the 5th
North Carolina Cavalry and he was detailed as one of
Shadburne’s scouts. He and Shadburne were very
close, and Harris participated in this expedition. L.H.
Davis, a member of the 7th Virginia Cavalry,
indicated in his account of the raid that on September
15 it was rumored among the men of Rosser’s brigade
that he had asked Hampton for permission to lead the
assault on the Federal camp at Sycamore Church,
(L.H. Davis, “Famous Cattle Raid,” Confederate
Veteran, vol. 26, p. 440). Rosser remembered that,
although his “men were ordered to ride in silence,
...the road was hard and in the profound stillness of the
night the tramp of the horses could be heard a long
distance, and [he] knew it would be impossible to
surprise the enemy....” [Thomas L. Rosser, “Rosser



and His Men,” Philadelphia Weekly Times, Volume
VIIL, No. 9, April 19, 1884.]

36. A.C.L. Gatewood, “History of the Bath
Squadron or Recollections of Thirty Years Ago,” p.
22, Confederate Papers File, Box 1, Folder 3,
Southern Historical Collection, Louis Round Wilson
Library, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill,
N.C. (Referred to hereafter as Gatewood.) This item is
a series of articles from an unidentified newspaper
and covers the history of the Bath Squadron.
Interestingly, Rosser wrote in a newspaper article in
the Philadelphia Weekly Times, April 19, 1884,
Volume VIII, Number 9, that he “brought up the
Twelfth Virginia Regiment and gave orders to the
commander, Major [John] Knott, a very gallant
officer, to charge just as soon as he was challenged by
the enemy.” Possibly the passage of almost twenty
years had confused Rosser as to the regiment that
conducted the initial charge at Sycamore Church. The
compiled service records for Knott, who was a former
boatman on the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, indicate
that he may not have been on the raid, as he was
admitted on September 6, 1864, to a military hospital
in Richmond with debilitas. Dennis E. Frye, 12th
Virginia Cavalry (Lynchburg, Va.: H.E. Howard,
Inc., 1988), p. 143. Another source, written
immediately after the raid, indicate that Colonel
Massie, the commander of the 12th Virginia, was
present. (“F.”, “Hampton’s Magnificent Foraging
Expedition,” The Sentinel,@ [Richmond, Va.],
September 23, 1864.)

37. Gatewood, p. 22; Samuel H. Merrill, The
Campaigns of the First Maine and First District of
Columbia Cavalry (Portland: Bailey & Noyes, 1866),
p- 233. (Referred to hereafter as Merrill, First District
of Columbia Cavalry.)

38. Sycamore Methodist Church was constructed
about 1857 on the east side of Wall’s Road and about
a quarter-mile north of the intersection of that road
and the Stage Road, known today as Cumming’s
Store. The church was a frame, one-story, 30-ft. by
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Calkins file concerning Hampton’s Raid, Petersburg
National Battlefield Park, Petersburg, Va.)

39. Merrill, First District of Columbia Cavalry,
pp. 272-273; Sketch in O.R. 42:1:841. The camp of
the 1st District of Columbia Cavalry was across
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the intersection of Wall’s Road and the road to
Garysville. The 1st D.C. Cavalry was engaged along
the Weldon Railroad until August 26 when it returned
to Sycamore Church. (Merrill, The First District of
Columbia Cavalry, pp. 272-273, 276; O.R. 42:1:840-
841.) According to an account given by Private
Stephen Gray, Company K, 1st District of Columbia
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60. McDonald, The Laurel Brigade, p. 288,
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1861-1865; Prepared in Compliance with Acts of the
Legislature, 5 volumes (Harrisburg: B. Singerly,
State Printer, 1870) vol. 3, pp. 1276 and 1280. In his
memoirs, A.C.L. Gatewood remembered that the
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and not at the cattle herd. Gatewood wrote that a
Lieutenant Porter of Rosser’s staff, carried the flag of
truce. Before Porter rode forward, Rosser instructed
him that if the Federals refused to surrender he was “to
wave the flag as he started back which should be a
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signal of his refusal.” (Gatewood) There are also two
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The Laurel Brigade, p. 288, wrote that “The officer in
command replied, ‘Go to h__1!"”
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Department, Library of Congress, Entry for

September 5, 1864. (Referred to hereafter as Kautz
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compiled service record indicates that Hoyle was
captured August 4, 1864, near the Weldon Railroad,
others indicate that he was captured September 4,
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1891) pp. 244-45 confirms this by stating “Stony
Creek Station was protected by a fort mounting five
guns, and there was a garrison of dismounted cavalry.
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